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Teacher Training 
I n tere sted educa tors can re c e i ve a free copy of Closing th e

Lo o p,  E a r th Res o u rc es-A Case St u dy: Oil, or the Municipal Solid

Wa ste module by attending free te ac h er training wo rkshops pro-

vided th roughout the st a te by the Board.  These wo rkshops may

be part of a school’s te ac h er in-service pro g ram or the dist r i ct’ s

p rofessional development training, as well as part of a pre - s erv i c e

p ro g ram for st u d e n ts wo rking towards their te aching cre d e n ti a l .

P rovided at no cost to the dist r i ct or the te ac h ers, these wo rk-

shops can vary in length and content to meet the needs of th e

p arti c i p a n ts. Wo rkshops are also conducted at local enviro n m e n t a l

eve n ts such as fairs and major educa tion association confere n c e s .

School Education and Assistance Program Web Site
For info r m a tion on all of these pro g rams, as well as

o th er topics of intere st to te ac h ers, visit our Web site at

w w w . c i w m b . c a . g o v / S c h o o l s /.  The site includes:

* Info r m a tion on the re s o u rces discussed in

this bro c hu re .

* A ca l e n d ar of wo rk s h o p s .

* Who to contact at the Board for more info r m a ti o n .

* Sample lessons and oth er helpful publica ti o n s .

* Info r m a tion on funding sourc e s .

* Links to oth er environmental educa tion Web site s .

School District Waste Prevention and
Recycling Programs

St arting a re cycling pro g ram in your school dist r i ct is

possible!  Th ere are many fine examples of successful wa ste

p reve n tion, composting, buying re cycled and re cycling pro g ra m s

in schools th roughout the st a te.  From rural pro g rams that collect

ca f e teria wa ste for ver m i c o m p o sting to urban dist r i cts that take

a d va n t a ge of coopera ti ve re cycled pro d u ct purchasing opport u n i-

ties, nu m erous dist r i cts have developed acti ve,  successful pro-

g rams that reduce wa ste and save money!  For more info r m a ti o n

on school wa ste diversion gra n ts, case studies and assist a n c e ,

call the Off ice of Lo cal Assistance at [916] 255-2555.

Whom to Contact
To re c e i ve a copy of materials or to ar ra n ge for a wo rk-

shop on any of the curricula, please call us at [916] 255-2385.
For info r m a tion about school wa ste diversion, ca l l
[ 916] 255-2555
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Did You Know...
The California Inte g ra ted Wa ste Management Board is

your re s o u rce for wa ste preve n tion and re cycling materials.  Th e

B o ard off ers curriculum materials and pro g ram assistance in th e

areas of wa ste preve n tion, re cycling, composting, and ver m i c o m-

p o sting (worm composting).  Re s o u rces available include:

* Closing the Loop (K-6 curri c u l u m )

* E a r th Res o u rc es-A Case St u dy: Oil (7-12 curri c u l u m )

* Municipal Solid Wa ste (7-12 curriculum module)

* E nv i ro n m e n tal Education Compendium for 

I n te g ra ted Wa ste Management and Used Oil

* Wo rms, Wo rms, and Even More Wo rm s

(K-6 curri c u l u m )

* Web site on school educa tion and assist a n c e

* Te ac h er wo rk s h o p s

* School dist r i ct wa ste preve n tion and re cycling 

p ro g ra m s

Closing the Loop 
Closing the Loop: Exploring Inte g ra ted Wa ste Manage m e n t

and Res o u rce Cons e rva t io n is a K-6th grade curriculum th a t

a d d resses current wa ste management issues and encoura ges st u-

d e n ts to explore their natural environment th rough personal and

c o m mu n i ty action pro j e cts. Closing the Loop is aligned with

C a l i fornia’s Content St a n d ards and Fra m ewo rks. In addition, th i s

n a ti o n a l ly acclaimed curriculum is an excellent re s o u rce for edu-

ca tors and includes hands-on acti v i ties for the st u d e n ts.  C l o s i n g

the Lo o p is an interd i s c i p l i n ary and acti o n - o r i e n ted curriculum fo r

te ac h ers to incorpora te wa ste preve n tion, re cycling, and

c o m p o sting into the classro o m .

Te ac h ers parti c i p a ting in a Closing the Lo o p

wo rkshop will re c e i ve a complimentary copy

of the curriculum.  Free wo rkshops with

hands-on acti v i ties are off ered in your are a .

Environmental Education Compendium for Integrated
Waste Management and Used Oil

This compendium is an easy-to-use re s o u rce guide

that assists educa tors in identi fying and selecting qu a l i ty

K-12 inst r u cti o n a l m a terials in the area of inte g ra ted wa ste

m a n a gement and used oil.  Curricula ga th ered nati o n w i d e

were eva l u a ted by 24 educa tors for qu a l i ty, content, and

a l i gnment with California’s Content St a n d ards and

Fra m ewo rks.  Re s u l ts of this process are published in th i s

compendium, which is one of a series of six compendia on a

var i e ty of environmental themes published in partn er s h i p

w i th the California Department of Educa ti o n .

Worms, Worms, and Even More Worms: A
Vermicomposting Guide for Teachers

Ver m i c o m p o sting is the practice of using worms to

t ra n s form food wa ste into a nutrient-rich f inished pro d u ct

called ver m i c o m p o st.  In a school setting, ver m i c o m p o sti n g

can set the st a ge for a var i e ty of interd i s c i p l i n ary acti v i ti e s

using school ca f e teria wa ste for the worm bin, conducti n g

e x p er i m e n ts while maintaining the bin in the classroom, and

using the f inished pro d u ct in the school garden.  Many of

these ideas are contained in the te ac h er’s guide Wo rm s ,

Wo rms and Even More Wo rm s.  This guide is designed to help

the re a d er get a ver m i c o m p o sting system st arted and pro-

vides re f erences for curriculum mater i a l s .

Earth Resources-A Case Study: Oil
E a r th Res o u rc es is a 7-12th grade curriculum which

f e a t u res over 18 engaging lessons enabling st u d e n ts to lear n

about the lifecycle of a natural re s o u rce (using oil as a ca s e

st u dy), how it is formed, discovered, extracted, processed, used,

c o l l e cted, and re cycled.  Th rough hands-on labora to ry

i n ve sti ga tions, st u d e n ts identi fy environmental impacts of using

a natural re s o u rce and the posit i ve actions th ey can take to

p ro te ct the environment.  Th ey will explore the science concepts

behind the decisions th ey will need to make and some of th e

c o n s e quences of these decisions.

E ach te ac h er parti c i p a ting in an E a r th Res o u rc es

wo rkshop will re c e i ve a complimentary copy of

the curriculum and a re s o u rce kit containing

videos, posters, and a var i e ty of lab mater i a l s

and st ra tegies to eff e cti ve ly use the curriculum

and maximize its impact. If you are intere sted in a

f ree wo rkshop in your area please call us at [916] 255-2362. 

Municipal Solid Waste 
The Municipal Solid Wa ste module, provided in par tn er s h i p

w i th Pro j e ct Le arning Tree and the California Department of

Fo re st ry, is designed for educa tors te aching grades 7-12.  Th i s

module helps the educa tor te ach about our current solid wa ste

dilemma and helps st u d e n ts realize that th ey can cre a te a

p o s i ti ve change in their commu n i ty and environment.  Th ro u g h

i n tere sting hands-on acti v i ties, st u d e n ts will h ave the opport u n i ty

to learn by using criti cal thinking and decision making skills.

E ach te ac h er parti c i p a ting in a Municipal Solid Wa ste m o d u l e

wo rkshop will re c e i ve a complimentary copy of the curriculum.

Free hands-on wo rkshops are off ered in your area. 


